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CHAPTER L

Hope and Disappointment.

Lisutenant Thomas Holton, com-
mander of the Scorplon, made ns
though to place the dispatch in his
pocket, then, taking pity upon his “sec-
ond,” who was all eyes, he turned the
paper over to his junior leutenant,
known throughout the flotilla as “Bob-
by" Frost.

“You will leave Newport News at
ten o'clock tonight with the destroyer
Beorpion and proceed south to the par-
ent ship of the First Torpedo Boat Flo-
tilla off Key West prepared for ac-
tion "

This order was warmly welcomed by
Holton and by his second in com@nd
of the grim, lead-colored Scorpio

“It looks llke business, doesn't it?”
observed Frost, with tentative Inflec-
tion In his volee.

“It does, sure,” chuckled Holten.
“I'm glad we had those baffle-plates
fixed In the boiler. 1 suppose we
might as well have the war-heads fixed
on the torpedoes, too. The orders say
‘prepare for action.' Attend to It
will you, Frost?"

“Aye, aye, sir,” and Frost hurried
along the grimy, olly deck to the after
companionway.

The somewhat Informal nature of
the dialogus between the two will be
forgiven by the fastidious when it Is
pointed out that for a month the Scor
plon had been laying at Newport News
on detached duty of a confidential na-
ture under direct orders from Wash-
fngton, and that Holton's sole com-
panion aboard ship In that time had
been his young second. But the perlod
of loneliness was evidently to end In
a burst of glory and Lieutenant Holton
was truly thankful.

In the preceding month the mighty
battle-ship Maine had wallowed down
into the slimy ooze of Havana Harbor,
& great hole torn in her forward com-
partments. In her lay one of Holton's
best friends. a shipmate of pleasant
days following graduation at the Naval
Academy. The cry, “Remember the
Maine,” was sounding from Malne
itself to California. The entire coun-
try was on the qui vive. Osgood, the
hero of many an American football
gridiron, had, as a Cuban volunteer,
given up his life at the side of a ma-
chine gun; Frederick Funston had
served valiantly against the tyrants of
Castlle and Aragon, and other Amerl-
cans had given evidence that the fight
ing spirit was by no means dormant in
the heart of a nation of “pigs and
tradesmen."

With the gsituation thus there was
little cause for wonder at ILieutenant
Holton's emotions of mental exaltn-
tlon. Whatever the future might hold
for him, at least this seemed certain:
thers would be action, and that Is
something for which your true gentle-
man of the service Is ever on the
watch.

Something of the mood of the two
young officers was communicated to
the crew. There were broad grins on
all the men's faces as they hurried
about the performance of the varlous

ls Worth

Man Especlally
Watching."”

“That

tasks, apd many of them did not for-
bear to turn Inquiring faces toward
their officers whenever occaslon offer
ed—which expressions, naturally their
officers “falled” to see.

At sunset everything was in readi-
ness, and with a sigh of relletf Holton
stretched himself on the narrow seat
running along the messroom and lov-
ingly filled his pipe. Frost did like
wise and then looked over at his su-
perior.

*“By George!" he cried, “think of
having the opportunity of putting into
practice all the things wa've learned!”

“It won't be bad fun at all” replica
Holton.

Frost was about to utter another
thought when the doorway was dark-
enad by the flgure of a messenger.

“A telegram for wieuteavant Hol
ton.” he sal’ aaiuting

e

Holton took it hastily snd ran over
the confents. His face clouded and
he read It again. A good strong word
was trembling on his lps, and he was
about to crumple the dispatch in his
hand when his eye fell on the messen-
ger standing at attention.

“Oh, thank you,” he sald;
no ANSWer.

An the messenger departed Holton
handed the telegram to his second
without a word.

“You will proceed at once to Wash-
ington and report to me at the earllest
possibla moment. Lisutenant Frost
will assume cémmand of Scorpion in
your absence, ROOSEVELT."

As Frost read the message aloud hia
voice quivered with excitement. “What
does that mean?" he exclaimed.

“Hanged if I know,” growled Holton.
“Isn't that just my luck! I've beem
working on this old pot trylng to get
her into shape and hoping and pray-
ing for a chance to make good, and
then when there appears to be some-
thing doing, why 1 get skinned this
way.”

Frost knew exactly how the com-
mender felt, and his natural exulta-
tlon at being placed in command of
the destroyer was quite swallowed up
In his sympathy for a man who was
his good friend as well as his superior
officer.

Holton sat for a while blowlng blue
clouds of smoke to the ceiling, out-
wardly calm, but inwardly seething.
He went over every act in the past
month or o, but could think of noth-
ing he had done that would warrant
his recall in disgrace.

“Well, Bobby,” he sald at length,
“you're a real llve captaln now. And
I congratulats you."

“I feel lilke a man who Is going to
put on & pair of boots that are too big
for him,” remarked Frost,

“Oh, nonsense!” smiled Holton.
“You're In every way qualified. I'll
vouch for you, Bobby.”

Frost smiled.

“Thanks,” he sald; “I'd rather have
that from you than from almost any-
one | know.”

“Well,” laughed Holton, “take It
then; it's sincers. He arose and called
to the steward,

“Oh, you, Koko,"” he sald, “come In
hera and help me pack. I'm golng to
leave you for a while.,”

Dinner that evening was rather a
mournful affair, neither Holton nor
Frost trying to make light of the mys-
terious situation.

He shook hands with Frost at eight
o'clock, and with Koko carrying his
bag, started for the station. He had
delayed rather longer than he should
have done In writing supplementary
letters to his parents, and now he
found it was necessary to make haste
if he was to catch the train for Wash-
Ington. Eventusally, indeed, he and
Koko had to run, and as he reached
the station the cars were pulling out.

The Jap threw the bag into the open
doors of the rear one and Holton made
the steps with a fiying leap. As he
did s0 & man who had been following
the two essayed a similar flight, but
his feet missed the steps and he clung
to the gllded rail with his left hand.

Ag Holton reached down to assist
him the man lost his grip and went
plunging head over heels Into the
gravel. Evidently his fall did not in-
jure him, for as Holton peered back
along the rails he saw the fellow rise
slowly and shake his fist at the de
parting train.

If he had known the circumstances
under which he was to meet this atran-
ger at a time not far distant, hia feel-
Ing of rellef when he saw that the
man was not seriously injured might
have been tinctured by emotions of

various sorts.
L] L] . - L] - L] L ]

Having put up at the Metropul!tund

club, Holton passed such time as had
to elapse before the assistant secre-
tary would be at his desk In the Navy
Department bullding In a fever of im-
patience.

Having &t length finlshed his cigar
and his morning paper—which bristled
with bellicose matter—Haolton put on
his hat and overcoat and sauntered
slowly toward the Caplitol. At ten
o'clock he went over to the Navy De
partment and sent his card in to the
assistant necretary,

Presently his summons came whila
yvet another man was engaged In the
fnoner office. This man, however,
brushed out past Holton as the young
offiger, with mingled emotion, walked
intn the presence of Secretary Long's
assistant.

“Good morning, My Holton." Cer-
tainly no evil augury was to be detect-
ed in the hearty cadence of the grest-
ing. “Sit down, sir. I'm glad you
were so prompt. That's what we need
in these days.™

“Thank you, sir,” said Holton du-
biously.

The assistant secretary observed
him keenly for a moment, and then ap-
parenty satisfied with his serutiny, he
arpse and paced up and down the
length of his ofice,

“Oy George, Mr. tlolton!" he sald,

“there is

“when you realize that war Is coming
—coming as sure as guns, and then
consider our unpreparedness for it—it
makes you glad it's Spaln and not
someona else.”

“I think the navy's pretty Ot sir,”
ventured Holton.

“Ah, the pavy! And the army!”
The words came out llke bullets, “"The
navy {8 all right, and the army, too,
what thers Is of it. The fighting men
of both arms of the service are tho
best this world ever saw: getting
things started, that {s the trouble.
Well, thank Heaven, Dewey's+«" the
agsistant secretary stopped short, and
craning his neck forward, character-
istically thrust his square jaw close
to the officer’s face. We've all got to
do the best we can and be sure that
when the blow comes it will come
from, and not toward us."

Holton nodded slightly,

“l liked your action in diving over-
board and rescuing two of your men
last summer,"” resumed Mr. Roosevelt.
“And | may say that a study of your
record has convinced me that just at
present a little respite from duties
aboard the Scorpion will accrue to our
mutual .advantage.”

The assistant secretary paused, and |

then as Holton made no reply, he con-
tinued:
“We are not yet at war with Spaln—

not yet, and in the meantime I think |

it will be just as well for you to re
main in fairly close touch with my of-
flve—personal touch. Hy the way,
there's a ball at the Willard tonight—"

“A ball!" exclaimed Holton. Then
he caught himself. “Yes, sir,” he add-
ed.

“Yes, a ball at the Willard. Here is
a card—you'll nota It Is a personal In-
vitation to you."

Holton glanced at It.

“I see it, sir” He hesitated. 1 am
—merely, merely to go there and
dance? I mean-—mean, sir, are there
any Instructions?”

"I should keep my eyes and ears
open if I wera you."

“Yes, sir, I'll do that, and [ hope I'll
be able to be of some service,” he was
rising to go. “"Although—although I'm
afraid I lack—that is, and—" Holton
pausged and glaneed irresolutaly at his
chief.

“That. you lack definite information,”
sald the assistant secretary, who seem-
ed to have the faculty of reading his
thoughts and expressing them before
Holton himself could frame them In
suitable, or, we'll say, diplomatie
terms.

“Why, yes, sir—I have a feeling that
the situation ls indefinite."

“Yes, Sit down, Mr. Holton." Hol-
ton resumed his chair and his chlef
leanad forward, talking rapidly In a
low tone.

“Here {s the nub of the situation,”
he began. “In the first place wa have
reason, excellent reasons, for suspect-
Ing that there are certain elements
among the Cubans, both in the Unlited
Btates and In Havana, that are strong-
ly inclined to doubt the good faith of
the United States in this brewing trou-
ble with Spain.”

Holton, thrilled by the promise of
revelations which these opening words
conveyed, thrilled, also, by his Induc
tion Into the Inner affairs of the gov-
ernment mill, flushed and regarded the
eyeglasses turned toward him, with
unblinking eyes, impatient for the next
word.

“Naturally,” continued Mr. Roose-
velt,” the Cubans are eager to avall
themselves of our armed forces afloat
and ashore, but after the work s all
done they want us to clear out. Which,
of course, we shall do, having first es-
tablished some decent and stable sys-
tem of government down there.'

“l had not mny idea our good falth
was In question,” observed Holton,

“It Is,” was the reply, “and it s

takipg the form of preparations for am
aitack upon our troops by Cuban
forces after we have cleaned the Span-
lards out of the laland.”

“What a chance'!" exclaimed Holton,
with patriotic fervor,

The assistant secretary smliled.

“l myself regard the project as
crack-brained ‘in its conception, but
nevertheless It exists and must be met
We must learn their plans at all
hazards, and 1 can tell you now that
while we have a general idea an to the
situation, It is littla more than gen-
eral, and details of a specific nature
would be very welcome. 1 want you
to see what you can do. Your record
is that of a clear-headed man of Initi-
ative and common sense. You speak
Spanish, you area equally at home in
a ballroom or in roughing it. You're
the man we want.”

“Thank you, sir."

“I have been extremely confidential,”
resumed the assistant secretary, “as
naturally it was necessary [ should be
Any further Information I recelve from
the Secrgt SBervice will be transmitted
to you, and in turn I shall expect you
to keep us In touch with matters as
you develop them. Now then, at the
bull tonight you are to become ac-
quainted with the following if you can
loeate them."

He handed Holton several sheets of
typewritten matter, headed by half-
tene photographs, :

“That man especially I8 worth
watching," continued Holton’s chiel,
pointing to the portrait of a well-ap-
pearing Cuban, apparently about ffty
yvears old, “and this girl also.”

“I understand,” said Holton. [ have
a good Idea of what you want, I think,
Mr. Secretary, and [ hope [ don't have
to tell you that I shall leave nothing
undone to carry out your wishes."

“You don't,” was the smilling reply.

“It ia rather new ground, but It will
ba interesting work, and will glve me
a chance to see action, perhaps, be-
fore the rest of the crowd."”

The assistant secretary smiled.

“Thinking of the Scorpion, eh,”™ he
lauged. “Well, I'll wager a new suit
of clothes against an apple that you'll
soon have so much to occupy your
mind that your destroyer will be
nothing but a hary memory.”

“I'l1 try to make It so, at all events,”
laughed Holton, "“Good morning, sir.”

“Good morning. You may report
here until further orders every day
at this hour.™

“Yes, sir."
the office.

The assistant secretary wheeled
around In his swivel-chair and thought
deeply for a moment. Then he picked
up & paper.

“By George!” he murmured, “that
young chap is in for a bully time."

Meantime Holton walked cheerlly to
his club, and there met several brothear
officers who were keen for billiards.
8o the remainder of the day was spent
at this diversion.

He had a table at the Willard for
dinner, whence he Intended to pro-
ceed to the dance. FHe dressed with
great care, and at the last thrust into
his hip pocket an article not usually
regarded In polite soclety as a comple-
ment of evening attire—a short, thick,
very serviceable-appearing revolver.

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Holton turned and left

Explanation of Potlatch.

The word potlatch Is & corruption
of an Indlan word eommon among the
Paclfic coast tribes, meaning fes-
tival of gifts, At a patshatl (pot-
Iatch) celebration the more personal
property an Indian glves away, blan-
kets, ornaments, ete., the higher he
stands in the estlmation of his neigh-
bors, and the more he expects to re
ceive in return at the next potlatch.
The festival Is also accompanied by
music, dancing and feasting.

WILL SOME DAY BE UTILIZED

Almost Unlimited Power In the Cur
rent of Nilagara River, at
Present Unharnessed.

"But for the efforts of the civic as-
sociations whose desire I8 to preserve
the scenic beauties of the world In
general, the Niagara river could be
made to develop enough power to
move every street car, light and heat
every house and supply sll the power
for manufacturing Industry In the
state of New York™ sald Edwin W.
Trimmer, United States consul at Nt
agara Falls, Ontario, at the Shoreham
“At present scarcely more than 5 per
cent. of the possible power of the
Niagara river has been harnessed.
The current of the river below the
falls will some day be harnessed hy
some engineer without affecting the

scenery In any degree.

“It has beem only within the last

quarter of a century that even the
falls themselves have been utilized.
There have been efforts made to use
the current of the river below the
falls, but these efforts have not proved
commerelally succesdful. But one has
only to ride over the gorge route from
the eity of Nlagara Falls, N. Y., to
Lewiston and back, over the CUff road,
on the Cenadian side, to realize at a
glance what a terrific force surges
tkrough the channel, and to under
gtand the possibilities of power devel
opment there.,"—Washington Post

Giving Them Warning.

to the firm.
and began thus:

in rising to propose the nealth of the
firm, which will be very brief.”"—Man
chester (mardian,

oy
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LADYBUGS TO DESTROY APHIS

Capture of Bugs In California Is Inter
esting Industry—Gathered and
8ent to Insectory.

By MRS. A. JOBEPH, California.)
The capturing of ladybugs to kill
aphis, 18 a very Interesting Industry,
in this state. During the early win-
ter months, the miners are always on

the lookout for the Iadybugs, and they, |

In turn, notify the State Entomolog-
fst, and he has them gathered and
sent to the state Insectory.

The bugs are gathered up, while
they are off guard, and thrown Into
gunny-sacks. Then, they are trans-
ported by pack-train, over the snow,
to the atatlon, from which place, thay
are forwarded by train.

Humbug Canyon {s a favorite place
for the ladybugs., When the canyon
fills~up with gnow, in the winter, and
there {8 no more food, they foregath-
er in the higher places, where there
are great bunches of moss. The
warmth of thelr bodies is conserved,
in this way. The little fellows on the
outside worm their way Iinward, and
when they get warm, crawl out agaln,
for a breath of fresh alr

In thisa way, they spend the winter
season. Like others, of their kind, the
ladybugs sleep through the winter.
Then the warmth of spring helps
them to shake off the spell, and they
are ready for work.

In the insectory, an artificlal winter
I8 made, with ice, and, by turning on
the cold, it sugpends anlmation in her
ladyship.

She will live for months without
food; some having been kept, in cold
storage, for slx months, without food.

The ladybugs are gathered in ad-
vance of the melon and cabbage sea-
son. The insectory will supply thou
sands upon orders from southern Cal-
Ifornia, where they grow melons and
cabbage.

As no spray will reach the aphls,
the lice, which prey on those vines,
ladybugs are the only cure.

FIRE BLIGHT OF APPLE TREE

Disease |s Caused h; Bacterium and
ls Very Contagious—But One
Method of Eradication.

(By E. C. BTACKMAN, Assistant Plant
Pathologist, Unlversity Farm, 8t
Paul, nn.)

There is a great deal of twig and
branch blight of apple treea this year,
Indicated by the browning of leaves
and blackening of twiga. Not only the
smaller branches are affected, but alsa
large limbs, and, In some cases, even
the trunks.

The disease {8 caused by m bacte
rium, and I8 very contagious. Usually
the microbe I8 earried by insects to
the flowers, where it multiplles rapid-
ly, and the blossom I8 blackened and
killed, or it may extend along under
the bark, killing the twig and often
extending to the branches also takes
placa through tender shoots. For this
reason, in orchards where the disease
has gained a foothold, nothing should
be done to encourage rapid growth.
The germs sometimes live through
winter In holdover cankergs and are
the source of new Infection.

There i but one method of erad!-
cating the blight from an orchard, that
Is, cut it out, preferably in late sum-
mer or fall. The branches should ak
ways be cut some distance back from
the diseased parts, and after each limb
is cut the pruning knife should be dis-
infected by dipplng Into & solution of
corrosive sublimate In the proportion
of one part of the polson to one thou-
eand parts of water.

PROTECTION FOR THE TREES

Arizona Man Deslgns Covering, Ex-
tending Around Trunk at All
Sides to the Crown,

In describing a tree protector, In-
vented by C. 1. Helm of Phoenix, Ariz.,
the Scientific American says:

It Is the design of thls invention to

f

~

J

Tree Protector.

provide a protector by which the tree

At the annual picnlc of a Manches- | can be thoroughly protected, the pro- |
ter firm one of the packers was callad | tector being adapted to extend from |
upon after dinner to propose the toast | the ground to the branches of the
He was rather nervous, | tvee, and to hold a cylindrical body of
“Mr. Chalrman and | earth extending around the tree trunk
gentlemen, | have very great pleasurs | at all sides to the crown and amoug

the branches, as shown in the sceom-
vanying illustration
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—solved once
for all by Calumet,
For dall{ use in millions of kitchens has
proved that Calumet is highest not only in
gaﬁry but in leavening pocver ns well—un-

ling in results—pure to the extreme—and
wundcrﬁ:lly economical in use. Ask your
grocer. And try Calumet next bake day.

Received nghest Awards

Remark:ble' Record.

Three generations of a family
named Welland have contributed 173
years' service at a farm near Godal
ming, Surrey, England. Willlam Wel-
land, aged sixty-nine, has worked fer
59 years. His father did 60 years'
service, and his two song hauve donse
80 and 24 years.

SCALY PSORIASIS ON LIMBS

Troop H, 6th U, 8. Cavalry, Camp
McCoy, Sparta, Wis.—"l was troubled
with psoriasis for nearly two years,
Portions of my arms and limbs were
affected mostly with it. It appeared
in scaly form, breaking out In very
pmall dots and gradually grew larger
and white scales formed when about
the size of an ordinary mateh-head.
The looks of it was horrible, which
made It very unpleasant for me. It
itched a little at times.

“I trled several treatments which
cured me for a month, but it always
broke out again. One day a friend
saw the advertisement of Cuticura
Soap and Ointment in the paper and
I sent for a sample. They helped me,
go | purchased two more boxes of
Cuticura Olntment and some Cuticura
Soap and they completely cured me.
|1t took three months for Cuticura
Soup and Olntment to complete my
cure.” (Signed) Walter Mahony, Oct.
22, 1913,

Cuticura Soap and Olntment sold
throughout the world. Sample of each

ree, with 82-p. Skin Book, Address posat-
card Cutieurn. Dﬁpl L.Bost.on Y—Adv,

| Men deeclure their love befure they
feel it; women confess thelrs only
after they have pruwd tL—l.al.Nm.

Red Cross Ball Biue gives dnuma valus foe
our money; guoes twice us far as any other,
o't put your mocey luto any other. Adw

|
| Verhovansek, in northeastern Sl
beria, I8 the coldest inhabited town in
the world, The winter minfmum is 85
| degreas below zero,

|

| MraWinslow's Soothing Syrnp for Children
| teething, softenn the gums, reduces inflammes
{ | slon,nll n’lpi&lh.\.“l‘fn wind coiie 5o s bolkleds

A good husband is an asset, but a
worthless one lg a lability

PISO’S ‘REMEDY.
Bewi Cough Byrup. Tastes Good, Use 4
ia tme. Sold by Dragrats. _"“

FOR COUGHS AND COLDS

25 CTS.

;.




